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3Views on Government Energy Transition Policies – Tracking: Views on 
government’s policies are on par with January 2024 

Q Based on what you know about an energy transition, which of the following statements is closest to your point of view?
[asked of all respondents; n=2,000]
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Government policies to accelerate the transition away from oil and gas show Canada is a leader on climate change and help make the world
better for future generations.
Government policies to accelerate the transition away from oil and gas risk increasing the cost of living and losing jobs in Canada, and aren’t 
likely to have a significant impact on climate change.
Don’t know



The Challenge of Building 

Things People Need, But 

Don’t Like



Audience Pyramid

30
%

70%

Disengaged Public

Involved Public
 [Opinion Leaders / Community Activists]

   This is the group that will go to the media and/or 
      elected officials if they feel their concerns are not being 
         addressed. They also affect the opinion of the
            Disengaged Public.

Stakeholders | Key Influencers
[Media / Associations / Business Leaders / NGOs]
Group that drives the story and influences 
government and regulators. Better to have them 
onside than offside.

Decision Makers
[Political / Regulators]
Group whose process and political obligations 
you will need to address.

<1%

<1%

• What the public and customers think matters only if political and regulatory decision-makers care.

• However, decision-makers have an incentive to listen to and appear responsive to the public, especially 
during election periods. 



6General Support: Net Support highest for waste-powered plants, 
highways and bridges and pumped hydro storage 
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Waste-powered plants

Highways and bridges

Pumped hydro storage

Hydro power dams

Wind farms on land

Hydrogen facilities

Wind farms on water

Run of river hydro

CCS infrastructure

Transmission lines

Natural gas storage facilities

Natural gas-powered plants

Natural gas pipelines

LNG storage facilities

Large scale battery storage

Small modular nuclear reactors

Nuclear plants

Landfills

Oil pipelines

Drilling for shale gas

Coal-powered plants

Strongly support Somewhat support Neither support nor oppose

Somewhat oppose Strongly oppose Don’t know

Generally speaking, would your initial reaction be to support or oppose a proposal to build each of the following projects in your province? 
[Respondents were asked a random 12 projects]
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Net Support
Q



7Social Permission (Tracking): Social permission is relatively stable 
compared to the past few years; up 5 points from last year

Q Which of the following best represents your view of that project? 
[asked of those who selected a project ‘closest’ to their home, n=951] 
[Social Permission = It’s a good thing for the community and I support it + I don’t like it but I think it is necessary]
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Social Permission



8Social Permission: A majority, 4-in-5, give social permission when it 
comes to transmission line and natural gas pipeline projects

Which of the following best represents your view of that project? 
[asked of those who selected a project ‘closest’ to their home, n=951] 
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Transmission lines

Natural gas pipelines

Hydro power dams

Highways and bridges

Wind farms on land

Wind farms on water

Oil pipelines

It’s a good thing for the community and I support it I don’t like it but I think it is necessary

It’s a bad thing for the community and I oppose it I don’t feel I know enough to judge this project

Don’t know

Social Permission 
(Good thing + 

necessary)

Q

NOTE: Results from projects with low unweighted N sizes (N≤40) are not shown.
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Persuadable Public

Public Opinion Hurdles

Need? Best 
Option?

Fewest 
People?

Smallest 
Impact?

Fair 
Process?

?
??

?? ?

Opponents
??

?

?

?

Supporters

NIMBY | Methodology



+59%

+55%

+48%

+45%

+33%

10The Hurdles: Agreement is highest on ‘important projects must be 
built somewhere’ followed by ‘selected site makes sense’
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Important project that must be built somewhere

If they have to build a project, the site selected makes sense

Doing their best to impact fewest number of people possible

Creating smallest impact possible on those affected

People directly impacted have been treated fairly

Strongly agree Somewhat agree Neither agree nor disagree

Somewhat disagree Strongly disagree Don’t know

Net Agree

Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree with the following statements? 
[asked of those who selected a project as ‘closest’ to their home, n=951]QQ



11

Need?: 
If you don’t feel the project is needed, you don’t support the project

‘Which of the following best represents your view of that project’ BY ‘This is an important project that has to be built somewhere’
[asked of those who selected a project ‘closest’ to their home, n=951] 
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It’s a good thing for 
the community and I 

support it

I don’t like it but I 
think it is necessary

It’s a bad thing for the 
community and I 

oppose it

I don’t feel I know 
enough to judge this 

project

Don’t know

Agree-must be built somewhere Disagree

Permission
Agree – must be built somewhere: 88%

Disagree – must be built somewhere: 25%
Impact: +63%

Q

Note: ‘Don’t know’ if important project not shown.



The Challenge of Paying 

for Transition



Energy Transition Math Theory
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Climate Goals Energy Transition Spend



14

General Support for Carbon Tax Tracking: Net support for a carbon tax 
continues a downward trend since September 2022 

Do you support or oppose the federal government implementing the following policy? Establish a national minimum price for 
carbon and, in provinces that fail to meet that national minimum price, the federal government will introduce a carbon tax 
in that province where the money raised by that tax is returned to that provincial government.
[asked of all respondents; n=1,000]
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Strongly support Somewhat support Neither support nor oppose

Somewhat oppose Strongly oppose Don’t know 



15Electrification Pricing – NET Support Tracking: Support for electricity 
price increases up 16 points for 5% increase
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 1% a year for the next 10 years  3% a year for the next 10 years  5% a year for the next 10 years  Overall

Q Electricity prices will have to rise to pay for expanding  the electricity grid with non-emitting generation. You might be able to offset some of these 
costs by reducing the amount of automotive fuel or home heating fuel you currently purchase. The more we pay in electricity rates, the quicker we 
can implement the energy transition. Do you support or oppose investments to enable electrification, if in addition to routine increases, your 
electricity bill will grow by: 
[asked of all respondents; n=1,000]

0%



Energy Transition Math Reality
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Energy Transition 
Spend

Policy Driven 
Spending

Market Driven 
Spending

• Increased affordability 
concerns

• Increased competition for 
resources from health

• Increased skepticism about 
value for money



Four Things to Remember
17

1 Political pressure to act on climate change is slipping.
Canadians are still concerned about climate change, but they question where the sacrifices are worth the impact.

2
Willingness to pay cannot be taken for granted.
On electricity projects, willingness to pay is a key constraint and unlikely to decline. To build support, the sector 
must demonstrate need and value for money.

3 The roadmap for building things is clear.
While failures dominate the headlines, most real world projects enjoy social permission

4 Looking ahead, climate change likely to be secondary to affordability and health
Climate change has shifted from a Liberal wedge to a CPC wedge.
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